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Life Cycle of Trash

HOW LONG DOES YOUR TRASH LIVE? 

TYPE OF TRASH TIME TO DECOMPOSE

Glass

Aluminum can

Paper

Leather

Cotton rag

Orange peel

Plastic bag

Batteries

Styrofoam

Time frames to choose from:
• 1 million years 
• Over 5,000 years 
• Up to 500 years

• 200 – 500  years 
• 100 years 
• 50 years 

• 2 – 5 months 
• 1 – 5 months
• 2 – 5 weeks


