
 

 

Invasive Species   

 

Watershed Watch Week 3: Invasive Species  

Our world is more connected than ever. We send planes, ships, products, people, and animals 
to new countries and new places every day. One of the consequences of this connectivity is 
the introduction and the spread of invasive species. Invasive species are plants, animals, or 
pathogens that are brought to a new area and harm other plants and animals. Often, they 
overtake and “invade” areas that historically were occupied by native or more beneficial 
species.  

We talk a lot about invasive species in Idaho because we live in a state with vast natural 
resources. These natural resources (think: water, timber, minerals, and more!) are the 
economic core of our state. What protects our natural resources are healthy ecosystems. 
Healthy ecosystems clean our water, grow resources, clean our air, protect us from flooding, 
and more. These benefits of healthy ecosystems are called ecosystem services. When an 
invasive species is introduced into a healthy ecosystem, it can (and often will) overtake the 
ecosystem. Invasive species will replace the native and non-invasive species and inhibit the 
ecosystem’s ability to provide ecosystem services. Idaho’s ecosystems are in a constant battle 
to fend off invasive species, and they cannot do so without our help!  

Here are a few common invasive species found in the Boise River Watershed:  

           Yellow Flag Iris                                                                        Purple Loosestrife         

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/564b8c9ae4b0459b2b8187a3/t/5907670b414fb5db54057413/1493657356934/Yellow_Flag_Iris.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/564b8c9ae4b0459b2b8187a3/t/590764d586e6c0132cdc481a/1493656790762/Purple_Loosestrife.pdf
Cindy Busche
Long, tricky sentence. Do we have to say native and non-invasive. Can we just say native?  Make into two sentences?

Cindy Busche
Not sure if 5th grade knows ‘repel’ – use Get rid of? Ward off?  Withstand?



 

 

 

               Common Reed                             Parrotfeather Milfoil                       Eurasian Watermilfoil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Flowering Rush                                 Zebra Mussel                               Quagga Mussel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            New Zealand Mud Snail  

 

 

 

 

 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/564b8c9ae4b0459b2b8187a3/t/5907673abe6594bddd3114f9/1493657403115/Common_Reed_Phragmites.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/564b8c9ae4b0459b2b8187a3/t/590767666b8f5bc7d711bdb7/1493657447416/ParrotFeather_MF.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/564b8c9ae4b0459b2b8187a3/t/5907675429687f9f3dea53a2/1493657429350/EWM.pdf
http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/s/Flowering_Rush-72hs.pdf
http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/invertebrates
http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/invertebrates
http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/invertebrates


 

 

What can you do?  

There are a lot of things that we can do to prevent the spread of invasive species in Idaho. The 
best place to find information on invasive species is the Invasive Species of Idaho webpage: 
invasivespecies.idaho.gov.  There, you can look up different invasive species and find 
information on how you can help control them based on your interests. Here are some 
examples: 

• When you visit outdoor spaces, make sure you clean your boots, clothes, and pets. 
Invasive weeds and seeds can hitch a ride on you and your pets.  

• When you purchase plants online, make sure they are native species to grow in our 
region.  

• If you go fishing or camping near water, make sure to clean off your gear.  
• Do not transport firewood long distances.  
• Never release pets into the wild. 

As someone that lives in the Boise River Watershed, being on watch for suspicious looking 
plants and critters is extremely valuable for the invasive plant managers in the state. When 
you find an invasive species or something that might look invasive, you can take pictures of it, 
and contact the Idaho Invasive Species Hotline 1-877-336-8676, or go here to find someone in 
your area who can help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://invasivespecies.idaho.gov/contact
Cindy Busche
Provide one or two examples before referring to web site.  Ex. If you hike or hunt, clean and remove mud and seeds from shoes, clothing, gear and pets.  Invasive weed seeds can hitch a ride on you and your pets!  Also, never release a pet, such as a fish or turtle, into the wild.

Cindy Busche
lives



 

 

Activities for week 3 

Activity 1: Identify some invasive species:  

Look at the following pictures of invasive species and see if you can identify them. Use 
invasivespecies.idaho.gov for help identifying these invasive species.  
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Cindy Busche
I like this activity! Good choices of species! For red-eared slider can you find a close-up picture so you can see the red stripe by its ear?
Can you draw a line under each picture for students to write the species names?  Some individual students (homeschoolers) may be using this worksheet as-is.  I think answers should be upside-down at the bottom of next page 



 

 

Answers for Activity 1: 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2: Research an invasive species 

Find and invasive species in Idaho and answer the following questions:  

1. What is it called?  
2. Where is it from, originally?  
3. How does it move to new areas?  
4. What does it do to healthy ecosystems?  
5. How can we manage it?  

 

Activity 3: Search for invasive species in the Boise River Watershed 

Spend some time searching for invasive species in the Boise River Watershed. Remember to 
search safely, do not go too close the river and do not touch plants that appear prickly and 
unsafe. If you think you have found an invasive species, the best thing to do it 1) record its 
location, 2) take pictures of it, 3) call the Invasive Species Hotline 1-877-336-8676.  

A.Poison Hemlock                       D. American Bullfrog 
B.Giant Hogweed                        E. Red Eared Slider 
C.Yellow Floating Heart              F. Hydrilla     

 

Cindy Busche
too close – maybe say always go with an adult?


